October 5, 2026
 
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting #10
Public Hearing Session
Members present: Cliff Thomas, Henry Huntley, Heath Knight, Luke Plummer
Attendees: Beverly Young, Julie Gamelson, Debra Bickford, Allen Bickford, Joan Plummer, Gene Weeks, Henry Sheedy, Bill Savage, Karen Packard Knill
Discussions had:
1.      Luke called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.
2.      Luke opened the floor to the public.
3.      The audience asked the committee to express their opinions on the current information that has been gathered from the questionnaire that has been sent out. At this point the committee has received 267 and input 250 into the software program.
4.      The committee discusses some of their opinions and outcomes of the results. Some of the committee members voice their concerns over the results that we have so far.
5.      Discussion on how the town parks seem to be a concern for the residents of the town.
6.      Some state their opinion as to how some of the questions are contradictory and could be misunderstood.
7.      Discussion on what types of businesses that we need to attract to the town. Ex. Big box type, or smaller businesses.
8.      How do we handle the school district? Taxes?
9.      Residents voice their opinion on how the town needs to re-establish a town newsletter. How do we establish without incurring too much cost?
10. Discussions on how to better communicate information to the residents. Ex. Adds in local papers (Penny-Saver, etc.) Portland Press Herald, Facebook. 
11. Discussion on the differences between town council w/town manager, selectboard w/town administrator, or keeping the current selectboard. 
12. Discussion on how the committee may need more members and how do we get more residents to volunteer whether it is on a committee or other projects that may need help. 13. Discussion about voting day (November 3rd) can we have questionnaires readily available for the residents? Can we have someone at the polls asking if the voter has filled out their questionnaire yet? 
14. Briefly discussed when and what the outcome of the last attempt to update the Comprehensive plan was. No update as Covid put a halt to progression.
15. Discussed how we need to update to the state’s bare minimum. We should improve above the state’s minimum.
16. Comprehensive Plan 
A.     Is a vision for the town
B.     Plan sets forth the town’s resources
C.    Encourages growth
D.     What types of protections does the town want in place
E.      There is no state law that requires a town to have a Comprehensive Plan
F.      STOP sprawl from happening
17. We need FAIR, EQUITABLE & LAWFUL plan
18. Discussed what other resources are available for resources and date collection besides SMPDC
19. Zoning ordinances need to be well written in order to stand the test of time (LONGEVITY) 
20. What other resources do we or don't have for research/data collection?
21. How to project for the future?
22. We now have meeting minutes posted on the town website. With that post current questionnaire numbers.
23. What grants may be available?
 
Next meeting will be October 19th @ 6 P.M.

